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pe’ * History of the Monument of Merit
Constructed by WW 2 Allied Prisoners of War in B.E. 2488 (1945)
Thung Si Mueang, Ubon Ratchathani

\

During World War 2 or the Pacific War, in

of America, the United Kingdom, Australia, the Neth-
erlands, etc. were taken as prisoners of war. Many
of the prisoners of war were taken to Ubon Ratchathani
province where they experienced harsh suffering, but
received the kindness and compassion of the Thai people

that included the local people of Ubon Ratchathani and the

Free Thai Movement to help them survive.

When the war ended in 1945, the former prisoners remembered the assistance of the local people and
collaborated together to build the Monument of Merit at Thung Si Mueang, Ubon Ratchathani province, as a token of
the received generosity and goodwill. When the survivors returned home, they told their children and grandchildren

about the caring kindness of the Thai people who had continuously assisted them.

Later, in 1969-1971, the former prisoners of war and their descendants returned once again to fight in
the Vietnam War and were stationed at Ubon Ratchathani province. They cooperated together to conduct a remem-
brance ceremony by placing wreaths and paying respect. Then in 1992-2006, the families of the former prisoners
of war from the United States of America, the United Kingdom, Australia, the Netherlands, etc. and soldiers from
the Commonwealth came to perform a ceremony in remembrance of the kindness of the Thai people. This ceremony

has since been held annually on 11 November at 11.00 Hrs. at Thung Si Mueang, Ubon Ratchathani province.

In 2007, the Thai government sector and Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT) as well as the people of Ubon
Ratchathani province realised the significant value of this generosity of the local people’s predecessors who had the
courage and sacrifice to assist other human beings. This has also created an impression among international visitors,
who have participated in this remembrance ceremony together with the families of the former prisoners of war. This

was the commencement of this event that has since become a tradition up till the present time.
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Mr. Tom Porter

HUSEaueEIBINgY
HanUsEmMemMsTRuIsRNaYsN I3 Twiun YA
THuauenansmudunguieafudasiidunsuousnidistd veso

Ubonratchathani . Thailand, Commemoration of City’s humanity to allied prisoners of world

war two. On armistice- remembrance- veterans’ Day at 1100hes, 11-11-2007.

In 1945, some people of U bonratchathani (Ubon) risked their lives to help exhausted & sick Al-

lied prisoners of war. After the war. Ex-prisoners paid to build the Monument of Merit, to thank Ubon

people for their humanity & kindness.

The Japanese army used Allied & Asian prisoners to build the terrible Death Railway from Thai-

land to Burma (‘Bridge on the River Kwai’ movie ) the food was so bad, the work was so herd, many died.

Most the dead was Asian, about 90.000, but nobody
knows exactly. Whole Tamil-Indian families came from Ma-
laysia. Women & children worked & died too. They also
came from China, Myanmar. Of 60.000 Western prisoners,
around 16,000 died-from Britain 6318, from Australialfrom
2,815, from Holland 2,490, & from the USA 4,377. Many others
died from illness later. The deaths were not accidents As the
railroad needed to be built fast, large of labourers worked
without enough foot or medical care. They worked until they

dropped. New slaves replaced the dead.

The Japanese  army brought the last Allied
prisoners in Thailand to Ubon. The guards threatened the
local Ubon people. but Thais bravely tried to help when they
could. Survivors told about ‘Little Mother Ubon’ .She & her
daughter came repeatedly to give fruit to starving men. This
showed great bravery & compassion, since the prisoners were

strangers.

A Thai ofcer ghting with the allies marched into Ubon 1945 & nally freed the prisoners. Local

‘farangs’ come to the Monument of Merit on 11 November, the Day of Remembrance.
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Explanation for how the service started in 2006

The Monument of Merit in Tungsi Mueng Park
had been researched by Tom Porter. In 2006 Tom Por-
ter, Naville Jones and Trevor Powell (all British ex-part)
discussed the possibility of thanking the local population for
their help to the Prisoners of War (POWs) brought to Ubon
Ratchathani. How and when this was to be done was being
discussed and Robert Longidge (also British) suggested that
as it was related to the ‘Remembrance Service’ help all over
the world, it should be done on that day, the 11th day of
Mr.Tom Porter the 11th month.

The ‘Remembrance Day’ originated after the World War 1 (WW1). The ‘Armistice’ or the end
of WW1, was at 1100hrs on the 11th day of November (11th month) 1918. The war that had raged in
Europe had laid waste to great areas of land. When the land recovered wild poppies sprung up and
the poppy was adopted as the symbol in remembrance of all those that had died for our freedom. The
poppy has remained the symbol of remembrance for all wars and conicts since. The poppies that you will
see the Farang wearing are from the Royal British Region. Donations are made when acquiring a Poppy,
these donations are put into a fund to help support British ex-servicemen and women here in Thailand.
As it has been said the poppy is only a symbol the ‘Remembrance’ and reection during the two minutes

silence is of importance.

In 2006 a very small service was held at the monument with help from Tom Nagler (Sarat-
sawadee Nagler, the spouse of ex-pat Gerhart). After a very short ‘Remembrance Service’ owers and

thanks were given to the manager of the ECC.




In 2007 a similar small event took place, however Saratsawadee had arranged for a professional
photographer to record the event. On this occasion a gentleman that had been a member of the Free Thai
Movement that resisted the Japanese occupation during World War 2 (WW2) attended and was thanked
by all.

In 2008 we were approached by local ofcials that had an interest in having some ‘input’ into the
service. We were proud to have been asked and welcomed the participation.

In the west the Remembrance Service normally takes the following course;

Christian Religious Service (most western countries are predominantly Christion). With prayers and
hymns.

The Exhortation of ‘Words of Remembrance’

The ‘Last Post’ bugle call.

The ‘Two Minutes Silence’

The ‘Reveille’ bugle call.

Laying of Wreaths

In 2008 the above arrangement was changed so that the laying of wreaths and the thanks to Ubon
Ratchathani (Ubon) and its’ people preceded the ‘Words of Remembrance’. The service we have in 2009 is
a renement of the 2008 service.

While in the west the Remembrance Service is well established and no explanation is needed. Here in Ubon
with the addition of the ‘Thank’ to the people of Ubon we have a short address explaining why we are all
here. The address is repeated in both Thai and English.

“During the war, Allied POWs and Asian prisoners were used to build a railway from Thailand to
Burma. This is often referred to as the ‘Death Railway’ due to the number of people who died during its
construction. Most of those that died, approximately 90%, were Asian Slaves mainly from Malaysia, Burma,
Java and Singapore. There were approximately 62,000 Allied POWs who worked on the railway. It is be-
lieved that about 13,000 died on the railway and many others died later from illnesses and injuries resulting

from it. These POWs were primarily from Australia, Canada, Holland, UK and the United States.

Towards the end of the war, many Allied POWs were brought to Ubon as prisoners. Despite threats
to their own safety, many local Ubon people helped them-survivors told about ‘Little Mother Ubon’ who,
with her daughter, came repeatedly to give fruit to the starving POWs. A Thai ofcer ghting with the Allies
marched into Ubon in 1945 & nally freed the POWs.

After the war, a number of ex-POWSs made donations for the construction of the Monument of Merit

in Tungsi Muang Park to thank the people of Ubon for their humanity and kindness”.

Robert G.F.Longridge
Robert is Ex-Royal Engineers
British Army




On a less somber part of today’s service.

During the Second World War. Allied POWSs
and Asian prisoners were used to build a railway
from Thailand to Burma. This is often referred in
the west the ‘Death Railway’ due to the number of
people who died during its construction. Most of
those that died, approximately 90% , were Asian
Slaves primarily from Malaysia, Burma, Java and

Singapore. There were approximately 62,000 Allied

POWSs who worked on the railway. It is believed that

at least 13,000 died on the railway and many others

died later from illnesses and injuries resulting from

it. These included prisoners from Australia, Canada,

_ Holland, United Kingdom, and the United States.

Towards the end of the war, many Allied POWs were brought to Udon Ratchathani as prisoners.
Despite threats to their own safety, many local Ubon people helped them - survivors told about ‘Little
Mother Ubon, who, with her daughter, came repeatedly to give fruit to the starving prisoners. A Thai
ofcer ghting with the Allies marched into Ubon in 1945 & nally freed the prisoners.

After the war, a number of ex-prisoners made donations for the construction of the Monument

of Merit to thank the people of Ubon for their humanity and kindness.

I am honoured, on behalf of those POWs
helped by the local people, to say “Thank you” to
the Governor and people of Ubon Ratchathani and
would like to present to Khun Sumalee Sirit Nan-

porn with this small token of our thanks.

And nally I would like thank the Governor
and the good people of Ubon Ratchathani for allow-

ing we “Farang” to hold and be a part of this very

special ceremony here in Ubon.

Thank you
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In 2012, I, Ms. Thanyathon Buangam first visited the

area to take photographs of the atmosphere of the Remembrance
Ceremony of the Monument of Merit. The inspiration to do this came
from a report given by my father (at that time he was 80 years old)
who mentioned about the assistance given to the Allied soldiers at

Ubon Ratchathani province during World War 2 or the Pacific War.

When | participated in the aforementioned ceremony together with the families of the former Allied soldiers,
| felt very impressed and amazed that even though World War 2 had already ended for more than 70 years, the
descendants of the former prisoners of war had never forgotten about it. Also, they still recalled the kindness of the
Thai people who provided assistance to their forebears from the perils of war and established this monument of the

generosity of the Thai people.

This inspired my interest to search for local historical records to pass onto youth and the Thai people to know
more about this significant record of world history. (The Thai people may have forgotten about this, but foreigners
never forget and it has been imprinted in their minds till the present.) Also, | tried to search for various recorded

information to make a documentary and film of the history of this merit of our country.
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Participating in the Remembrance Ceremony of the Monument of
Merit gave me the opportunity to meet military representatives from the
Commonwealth, and | showed them my father’s record of the past as a young
soldier that showed the incident of World War 2 during 1941-1945 and the
assistance given to the Allied prisoners of war who constructed an airport at
Ubon Ratchathani, and | asked them to find the records from the Allies if they
had received assistance from a young soldier or not. This would confirm this

history, and promised that when this record was completed, | will give them

for commemorate it.

From searching this history, | found that the secret airport of the Japanese army that the Allied prisoners of
war had constructed at Ubon Ratchathani province was another piece of historical evidence of importance that the

descendants of the people of Ubon Ratchathani province would always remember at the Monument of Merit.
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Remembrance Day 2018 — Order of Ceremony 7
by Mike Chapman

[Sections marked in blue will be repsated in Thai]

10:45 Introduction

Good morning Khun Governor, ladies and gentlemen, children, and
welcome to the thiteenth Ubon Ratchathani Remembrance Day
Ceremony.

Today, we join people in many places around the world, who are
performing their own acts of remembrance in their own countries, on this
date, the 11" day of the 11" month, at 11am local time.

Here in Ubon, we also extend our thanks to the people of Ubon
Ratchathani, for the help given to allied prisoners of war during the
Second World War.

[0' 40"]
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10:47:00 Laying of Wreaths 72
Some wreaths will be now laid:
1. Farangs of Ubon, laid by Mr. Julian Stratheam [0'50"]

2. Operation Crown, laid by Mr. Jim Curtis and Mr. John Hamnet

[0' 50"
3. The American Legion, laid by Commander Larry Edmonds,
American Legion
[0' 50"
4. Red Cross of Mukdahan, laid by Khun Kalaya Sathien
[0'50"]
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10:50:40 Speech S

Today marks one hundred years since the signing of the armistice that
brought an end to the First World War. During 4 years and 3 months of
conflict, more than 16 million people were killed, and many more injured.
Just think about that figure for a moment — an average of 10,000 people
killed every day for 4 years. That is the equivalent of the entire
population of Ubon Ratchathani every two weeks.

The first remembrance ceremony was held at Buckingham Palace, in
London, in November 1919. That same year, the two minute silence was
introduced in South Africa.

First known only as Armistice Day, the name Remembrance Day
extends the meaning to include casualties of the Second Word War and
other conflicts.

Many younger guests, and some of our Thai hosts, may not be familiar
with the meaning behind the ceremony, so | will take a moment to
explain the symbolism.

The first minute of silence is to remember the fallen, whilst the second
minute is thanksgiving for those who retumed home, and to pay respect
to the families of those who perished.

The silence is traditionally preceded by a short reading from a poem
which was written in honour of fallen soldiers, followed by a bugle call
known as the "Last Post". The British Army used a number of bugle calls
as a form of announcement that could be heard in any weather. The
"Last Post" signified that the sentries had all been checked and the
camp was secure for the night. This makes the two minute silence a
symbolic night vigil.

After the two minute silence, the bugler plays the "Rouse". The "Rouse"
is played in the morning to tell the soldiers to get out of bed.

After the "Rouse”, a few words are said as a dedication. The text is
taken from a war memorial in Kohima, in India, and mark the end of the
main part of the ceremony.
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This format is followed in all British Commonwealth countries and many
others, with similar ceremonies in other Allied countries.

Here, we also offer our thanks to the people of Ubon, epitomised by
"Little Mother Ubon", who assisted allied soldiers who were kept as
prisoners of war in Ubon in 1945, during the Second World War. The site
of the old prison camp is just up the road towards Amnat Charoen. An
airstrip that the prisoners were forced to construct lies nearby, and is still
in use by private aircraft. The airstrip's ammunition store lies within what
is now Ubon Zoo; it is now in use as an education centre. History is here
on the ground, as well as in our memories, the stories told by our older
relatives, and in our acts of Remembrance.

[3' 00"]
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10:56:40 Thanks
Many people have helped to make this ceremony what it is today.

We offer our thanks to His Excellency the Govemor of Ubon
Ratchathani, Poo Wah Changwat Sarit Witun, and his staff, who
have organised the event with great eagerness and interest. Thank
you Khun Poo Wah Changwat Sarit Witun.

Ajarn Nikon and Ajarn Panya have spent a lot of time organising
the event behind the scenes. Thank you Ajam Nikon and Ajarn
Panya.

My wife and children once again gave their time to make the
poppies. Thank you Khop Kua.

And a big "thank you" to all of you who have attended today. The
money raised by your donations goes to invalided Thai amy
veterans, and | would like to thank you on their behalf.
[1'00"]
10:57:40 Silence Phones

In a moment we will hold the two minute silence. Please remember to
silence your telephones.

Would you please stand.
[0'10"]
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10:568:00 The Exhortation
They went with songs to the battle, they were young,
Straight of limb, true of eye, steady and aglow.
They were staunch to the end against odds uncounted,
They fell with their faces to the foe.
They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old:
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun and in the morning
We will remember them.
Response : We will remember them.
[0' 35"]
10:58:40 Bugler sounds the Last Post "@q
[1'20"]
11:00:00 Two minute silence
[2| OOII]
11:02 Bugler plays the Rouse “@4
[0" 30"]
11:03 Dedication
When you go home, tell them of us and say -

For your tomorrow, we gave our today.

We now invite the Governor to release doves and light the lantern of
peace.
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in Flanders Fields

by Lieutenant-Colonel John McCrae

In Flanders fields the poppies grow,
Between the crosses, row on row,
That mark our place; and in the sky

The Jarks, still bravely singing, fly

Scarce heard amid the guns befow.

We are the Dead. Short days ago
We lived, felf dawn, saw sunset glow,
Loved and were loved, and now we fie
In Flanders fields.

[0' 30"]

v

Take up our quarrel with the foe:
To you from failing hands we throw
The torch; be yours fto hold it high.
If ve break faith with us who die
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow
In Flanders fields.
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